Cardiology Coding Alert
ICD-10-CM: Tuck Cardiovascular Symptoms, Chest Sounds, and More
Into R09.89
Arterial bruit and rales now fall under the same code.
Given the increased specificity requirements of ICD-10, you may be surprised to learn that ICD-10 combines "other
specified" circulatory and respiratory symptoms into a single code. Check out the list of applicable conditions below.
ICD-9-CM Codes
●
●

785.9, Other symptoms involving cardiovascular system
786.7, Abnormal chest sounds

ICD-10-CM Code
●

R09.89, Other specified symptoms and signs involving the circulatory and respiratory systems

ICD-9 coding rules: Notes with cardiovascular symptom code 785.9 let you know it was appropriate for bruit (arterial)
and weak pulse, but the code excluded heart failure NOS (428.9).
Abnormal chest sound code 786.7 excluded wheezing (786.07), but it was appropriate for:
●
●
●
●

Abnormal percussion, chest
Friction sounds, chest
Rales
Tympany, chest.

ICD-10 changes: Just as ICD-10 groups both ICD-9 codes into single code R09.89, ICD-10 also combines the ICD-9 lists
of conditions the code is appropriate for. ICD-10 also adds feeling of foreign body in throat and choking sensation to the
list. The note with R09.89 lists these conditions:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Bruit (arterial)
Abnormal chest percussion
Feeling of foreign body in throat
Friction sounds in chest
Chest tympany
Choking sensation
Rales
Weak pulse.

ICD-10 features an Excludes2 note for foreign body in throat (T17.2-) and wheezing (R06.2). Unlike ICD-9, ICD-10 doesn't
exclude heart failure NOS from the code. But you should be aware that the appropriate code for heart failure NOS is I50.9
(Heart failure, unspecified).
Documentation: The cardiologist's documentation shouldn't need to change between ICD-9 and ICD-10 to assist with
supporting this code, but she should continue to be as specific as possible in documenting the patient's symptoms so you
can be sure you've chosen the most appropriate code for the case.
Coder tips: Code R09.89 applies to "other specified symptoms," which means it is only appropriate when the provider

documents a specific symptom and ICD-10 does not provide a more appropriate code for that symptom. Keep in mind
that the code also may be appropriate for conditions not named in the bulleted list above.
Remember: Oct. 1, 2015, was the implementation date for ICD-10. You should apply the code set and official guidelines
in effect for the date of service reported. Learn more at www.cms.gov/ICD10/ and
www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10cm.htm#10update .

